Occupational Therapy in Health Care
Book Reviewer’s Guide

Purpose: The purpose of a book review is to help the reader decide if the book will be useful for their practice or professional development. The reviewer has the responsibility to carefully examine the book, and make determinations about its usefulness to the profession of occupational therapy.  

Instructions: The book review should be approximately 900 words (3 pages), double spaced. Reviewers have 12 weeks to complete the review (negotiable), and may then keep the book. If a reviewer finds it impossible to review a book, then the book must be returned to the editor. 

All book reviews should begin with the following information:

· Title of book/ Edition or volume number (year published)
· Names of author(s)/editor(s), number of pages, hardcover or softcover
· Name, address, and phone number of publisher
· Price, ISBN
Example:

1001 PEDIATRIC TREATMENT ACTIVITIES: CREATIVE IDEAS FOR THERAPY SESSIONS (2011)

By Ayelet Danto & Michelle Pruzansky, 283 page spiral-bound softcover

SLACK Incorporated, 6900 Grove Road, Thorofare, NJ 08086, (856) 848-1000

Price: $48.95, ISBN: 9781556429682

After the identifying information, consider each of the following in your review:
· What is the general purpose of the book?  Is it true to that purpose?   How can the book help its intended audience?  
· It the book is a new edition, how does it compare to the former edition?
· Who are the intended readers? Does the book seem relevant to that readership?  If it is more than one group (example students and clinicians), are all sections relevant to both groups or some to one group and some to another?
· Speak to the quality of the contents. How does the book compare with other books with similar content?  Is it up-to-date? Are the contents of the book developed in a logical manner?
· Speak to the quality of the presentation of illustrations, graphs, figures, or photographs. Do these assist the reader? Are they clear and do they help in the understanding of the text? Are they in black and white or in color? 

· Does the subject matter cover a new viewpoint? Are facts referenced and supported and opinions reported as such? 

· Comment on the writing style of the author(s). Does it add to the book, or detract from it? Is there a consistency of writing style? 

· Comment on the usability of the index, websites, references, appendices, etc. What electronic resources are available with the text? Does the book have a digital version? Is there a glossary? Is it helpful? 
· Is the book worthwhile reading? Is it good as a reference tool?  Does the price of the book seem reasonable?
Please type your name, credentials, and employment location at the end of the review.

The OTHC reserves the right to return manuscripts to the reviewer to revision (if necessary).  Book reviews are subject to copyediting and are published as space permits. Reviewers can generally expect their manuscript to be published within 6 months of submission. 

Submitting the Completed Review:

1. Go to http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/wohc and click on “Click here to create an account” if you do not already have one. If you have an account, log in.

2. Click on “AUTHOR Center”. Even though you are a book reviewer, you are considered an author of your work.

3. You are now on the dashboard site. Now, “Click here to submit a new manuscript”

4. For Manuscript Type, click on “Book Review”

5. Submit Title. “Book Review: __________________”
6. For Running Head and Abstract, fill in “Not Applicable.” Then, click “save and continue”

7. For the top two required blanks under “Keywords” you can put NA. Then, click “save and continue”

8. Enter your information if you are new to the system or edit as necessary. Then, click “save and continue.”

9. Complete this screen as directed. Then, click “save and continue.”

10. Browse to upload your book review. Then, click “Upload Files”. Once it is uploaded then click “save and continue.”

11. You will be taken to a summary screen. Please review everything listed here, then review your submission. 

12. Click “Submit.” Make sure to log out when complete.
If you are interested in submitting a book review please email:
Denise Donica, DHSc, OTR/L, BCP, FAOTA
Associate Professor and Chair
Occupational Therapy Department

Health Science Building 3305-E
Mail Stop 668

East Carolina University

Greenville, North Carolina 27834

donicad@ecu.edu
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