
GSU: Department of Occupational Therapy -Graduate Admissions Rubric  
 

Student Name:____________________________Completed by:______________________Date Completed:__________________  
Requirement 100 80 60 40 20 Weight Max Score 

1. GPA: CUM   3.8-4.0 
5 

3.6-3.79 
4 

3.4-3.59 
3 

3.2-3.39 
2 

3.0-3.19 
1 

5% 5  

2. GPA: Prerequisites 3.8-4.0 
15 

3.6-3.79 
12 

3.4-3.59 
9 

3.2-3.39 
6 

3.0-3.19 
3 

15% 15  

3. GPA last 60 credits 3.8-4.0 
10 

3.6-3.79 
8 

3.4-3.59 
6 

3.2-3.39 
4 

3.0-3.19 
2 

10% 10  

4. GRE verbal and math  306+ 
15 

302-305 
12 

298-301 
9 

294-297 
6 

290-293 
3 

15% 15  

5. GRE Score: Writing  5 
15 

4.50 
12 

4.0 
9 

3.5 
6 

3.0 
3 

15% 15  

6. Reference Letters Excellent 
5 

Good 
4 

Fair 
3 

Adequate 
2 

Poor     
score “0” 

5%     5          

7. Personal Essay 
• Answers the following: Explain 

why you selected 
occupational therapy as a 
career and how an 
occupational therapy degree 
relates to your immediate and 
long-term professional goals. 
Describe how your personal, 
educational, and professional 
background will help you 
achieve your goals. 
(relevance, depth) 

• Writing skill (grammar, 
spelling, sentence structure, 
etc) 

Excellent 
5 

Good 
4 

Fair 
3 

Adequate 
2 

Poor  
0 

5% 5  

8. Qualitative 
information: 
 

 Excellent 
15 

(≥ 5 points) 

Good 
12 

(4 points) 

Fair 
9 

 (3 points) 

Adequate 
6 

(2 points)  

Minimal 
3 

(1 point) 

15% 15  

1 point for 
each 
leadership 
position 

Experience in 
leadership positions 

1 point Community 
service/volunteering 
experience 



1 point for 
each 
example 

Provides examples of 
overcoming life 
hardships (i.e. – 
family relied on public 
assistance; self or 
family member with 
disability or serious 
health condition, 1st 
generation in family to 
attend college, etc.) 

1 point Has international or 
multicultural 
experiences (such as 
study abroad, 
international volunteer 
trip) 

1 point Language fluency (2+ 
languages) 

1 point Possesses relevant 
certifications, not 
including CPR/first aid 
(i.e. – American 
College of Sports 
Medicine Certificate, 
Disability Studies 
Certificate, etc.) 

1 point Research experience 
(participating in an 
research lab) 

1 point for 
each 
category 
(publication 
and/or 
presentation) 

Publications and 
presentations 

1 point Teaching/tutoring 
experience 

1 point OT-related 
volunteer/shadowing 
hours ≥ 150 hours 



1 point Awards (not directly 
related to grades), 
such as merit-based 
scholarships, 
employment awards, 
grants, etc. 

1 point Paid employment in a 
related field, such as 
caregiver, rehab tech, 
special ed. teacher, 
etc. 

9. Unique Qualification Application 
Yes – flagged for further review by 
admissions committee 
No – application proceeds according 
to procedure 
 

Yes 
(Contains 6+ points from the qualitative 

information section) 

No 
(Contains fewer than 6 points from the qualitative 

information section) 

10. Interview Score  25-30 
15 

20-24 
12 

15-19 
9 

10-14 
6 

5-9 
3 

15% 15  

Reviewer Comments: Please add some information on the OTCAS comment section about the 
following: 
In state versus out of state 
GPA and GRE scores 
Any notable reference letter information 
College(s) attended / major and graduation date 
All qualitative information (can be found throughout entire application) 
Red flags 
Outstanding characteristics 
Missing Prerequisite(s) 

Maximum score  
Pre-Interview 
85 

Total Score 
Post 
interview:  

 
 
Admissions rubric approved by the faculty for the 2021 admissions cycle on ________ 
 


